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Newsletter #120: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy weekend everyone! I hope you all had a nice week. The weather has suddenly 
turned quite warm here in Chicago. I’m not complaining though. The heat wave passing 
through Europe sounds pretty bad. Most of the folks I know there don’t have air 
conditioning either making it rather unbearable. Wherever you are, I hope you are 
comfortable. As I mentioned in an earlier newsletter, there isn’t a lot of heavy hitter 
auctions over the summer months but there are some notable electronic auctions that 
are worthwhile to look at. I certainly appreciate the few months of “down time” when I 
can work more on my inventory, writing up and studying my coins. I’d like to mention a 
few new pieces that I have in lieu of the slow down of auctions right now. There are, 
however, a few sales that are coming up that shouldn’t be missed. 


ANA Election: Board of Governors 

Ballots for the election of our next ANA board of governors is finalized on July 1 . As 
many of you know I am running for the board. If you are a member of the ANA you 
should have received a paper ballot by mail. There is also an option to vote electronically 
as well. I certainly would appreciate your vote if you haven’t done so yet. I’ll let you 
know in the next newsletter if I have the pleasure of being on the board. 


Obolos 13 (July 2) 

Nomos is holding it’s 13 th Obolos web auction on July 2 . There are 830 lots in this 
auction. The first 125 coins are the second part of the Vineyard Collection. The first part 
was auctioned off in May in the live sale held by Nomos. As the name suggests, the 
Vineyard Collection is all about coins and their connection in some way to the art of 
winemaking. Grapes, Dionysus and amphorae are images that can be found throughout 
the collection. While the nicest coins were admittedly auctioned in May, there are some 
extremely interesting coins that are still left, many with great pedigrees. Along with the 
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Vineyard Collection, there are many other nice pieces, some with pedigrees that are very 
nice. I’m planning to participate in the auction so please get in touch for representation 
help. 


CNG E Auction 447 (July 3) 

CNG has 774 lots in this upcoming electronic auction. There is another large group of 
Michel Prieur Roman provincial silver tetradrachms that are being offered. Mr. Prieur, 
who unfortunately died in 2014 at only 59 , was the author of one of the major reference 
books on these coins. Many of the coins offered were plate coins in his book, as well as 
being purchased from some of the leading auction houses. Aside from Prieur’s 
collection there are many other choice pieces in the area of ancient and world coinage. 


Peus E Auction 9 (July 6) 

Peus has 583 lots in their 9 th electronic auction. The Peus auctions have generally been 
a good place for me to pick up reasonably priced coins and many with nice pedigrees. 
The only difficult thing really is getting up in the wee hours to bid online. I’ve taken a 
look through the lots and there are some nice pieces to choose from. Please contact me 
for more information. 


New Inventory for Shanna Schmidt 

Not all of my new coins have been put up on my website but several have made it onto 
my Vcoins store. I’ve been buying ancient Greek like always but you will notice more 
Roman, Byzantine and world coins as well. I’ve gotten some great German bracteate 
coins that will be added to my site and VCoins soon. I’ve also gotten a few outstanding 
Roman coins with great pedigrees. One is a Civil War coin struck after the death of Nero 
and before the rise of Vespasian. A time when the Roman world was successively going 
through several emperors before finding Vespasian and the Flavian line. This coin has 
amazing quality along with a pedigree back to a 1979 Sotheby’s auction. 

I don’t typically buy Roman aurei but I found a fantastic Domitian aureus with a 
pedigree that will “knock your socks off”. The pedigree goes back over 100 years from a 
1909 Rollin & Feuardent auction, was owned by the archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans and 
later by Victor Adda (whose background you can read about in the lovely book recently 
published by the Israel Museum with the help of Dr. Haim Gitler). The collector history 
is almost as interesting as the coin itself. 

For Republican collectors I have an enormous amount of newer material from the Leo 
Benz collection. Many of the coins from the Leo Benz collection were sold in an auction 
held by Lanz in the November, 1998 . Many of you know that before I became an 
independent dealer I collected Republican coins. I have a tendency to buy nice 
specimens when the opportunity arises. So check out the Republican coins I have if you 
are looking. 

Some of you might be aware that I also sell world coins. Surprisingly I already have over 
60 coins in my world inventory. I like early hammered British as well as German Talers. 
I recently bought some fascinating bracteates in a recent auction. How they could have 
been used in commerce is beyond my understanding. They are paper thin hammered 
metal in an incuse style. I find them utterly fascinating and stylistically fun. Their styles 
are very crude for being produced in the 1100 ’s and later. Additionally I have a fair 
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amount of British tokens, also called Condor tokens. In the 1700’s when the government 
did not have enough money minted for the public, shopkeepers and regular folks would 
have their own currency struck. To collect them all would take years. At the moment I 
have a few that are pretty and interesting. Check them out. If you don’t see something 
you wanted them just ask me. If I come across the type in my travels I can let you know. 



Coin of the Week 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/ireland-hibero-scandinavian-sihtric-iii- 

silkbeard-moneyer-faeremin-QQ^A-iQ 42 -ad-dublin-mint-phase-i-c-QQ c i-i 020 -ad? 

rq=wciO£2 

IRELAND. Hibero-Scandinavian. Sihtric III Silkbeard. Moneyer Faeremin. 993/4-1042 
AD. Dublin mint. Phase I, c. 995-1020 AD 

AR Penny, i.69g (18mm, I2h). Long Cross in the name of Aethelred II and the Dublin 
mint-signature. +SIHTRIC RE+ DIFLMNI; bust left / +FAEREMIN MO.DYFL; Long cross. 

Price: $3,500 

References: E. Lindberger, Anglo-Saxon and Later British Coins (Studia Numismatic 
Upsaliensia) 670, pi. 33. MEC 8 p. 838, 2617, pi. 10 9 

Grade: Some minor bends in flan but a wonderful strike. Mint State. (WC1043) 

Sihtric Silkbeard was a Hiberno Norse king from Dublin stemming from the Ui Imair dynasty. 
The Ui imair was a Norse dynasty that ruled much of the Irish sea region including Dublin, 
parts of western Scotland and northern England. Sihtric joined in battle with other Viking and 
Nordic tribes against the Irish king Brian Boru. The medieval text Cogad Gdedel re Gallaib 
(“The War of the Irish with the Foreigners”) chronicles these conflicts. Sihtric is mentioned as 
a key player in the Battle ofClontarfin 1014 when Brian Boru was killed. 

Sihtric Silkbeard notably was responsible for the first mint in Ireland in the 990’s. 
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https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/ireland-hibero-scandinavian-sihtric-iii- 

silkbeard-monever-faeremin-QQ^Z.-iQA2-ad-dublin-mint-phase-i-c-QQ c ;-i020-ad? 

rq=wcio£2 

If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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